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Rightly Guided 
Khilafah

History of the Khilafah Timeline
The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

"There will be Prophethood for as long as Allah wills it to be, then He will remove it when He wills, then there will be Khil afah on the Prophetic 
method and it will be for as long as Allah wills, then He will remove it when He wills, then there will be bit ing Kingship fo r as long as Allah Wills, 
then He will remove it when He wills, then there will be oppressive kingship for as long as Allah wills, then he will remove it when He wills, and 

then there will be Khilafah upon the Prophetic method" and then he remained silent.
(Ahmed)

Umayyad 
Khilafah

Abbasid Khilafah
Abbasid Khilafah

(Mamluk Sultanate) Ottoman Khilafah
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30 years 89 years10 yrs 511 years 256 years 407 years



622
(1 AH)

632
(11AH)

634
(13AH)

644
(23AH)

656
(35AH)

661
(40-41)

Rightly Guided Khilafah
(30 Years)

Messenger of Allah
(Sallallahu 'alaihi wa sallam)

Abu Bakr 
Siddiq

Umar ibn al-Khattab Uthman bin Affan Ali ibn Abi Talib

Hasan 
ibn
Ali

First Islamic State
(10 Years)

Rightly Guided Khilafah
(30 years)

The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

The Khilafah in my Ummah after me will be for thirty years. Then after that there will be Mulkan aduudan (hereditary rule).
(At-Tirmidhi)
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Umayyad Khilafah
(89 years)
The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

"The best people are those of my generation (Sahabah), and then those who will come after them (Tabi in), and then those who will come after 
them (Tabi al-Tabi in), and then after them, there will come people whose witness will precede their oaths, and whose oaths will precede their 

witness."
(Bukhari)
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Muawiya ibn Abi 
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19 years

Yazid ibn 
Muawiyah

Muawiyah 
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Abdullah ibn Zubair
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Al-Hakam
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Malik bin 

Marwan

Al-Walid 
bin Abdul-

Malik
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ibn Abdul-

Malik
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Abdul-Aziz

Yazid ibn 
Abdul-

Malik

Hisham 
bin Abdul-

Malik

Al-Walid 
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bin Abdul-
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Yazid an 
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Ibrahim 
ibn Al-

Walid

Marwan 

al-Himar
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40 days 1 year 7 years

Abdul-Malik bin Marwan

13  years

Disputed Period (13 years)
(Difference of opinion on who legitimate 

Khulufaa were)

3.5 years

715

10  years 2 years

717 720

3 years

According to the author’s opinion: 
Names in bold are legitimate Khulufaa 
Names in italic are not legitimate

724
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744

1 year 6 months Few weeks 6 years
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Abbasid Khilafah
(511 years)

A Muslim woman was captured by the Romans and held in a place called Amuriyyah. Not content with only capturing her they tried to dishonour her as 
well. Frightened and alone she called out the name of the Khaleefah, "Ya Mu'tasim". A man witnessed this incident and rushed to the Khaleefah 

informing him of what had happened. When he heard the plight of this woman Mu'tasim responded bravely, "Labbaik (I am here at your call)." He 
prepared a large army and set off for battle to rescue the woman. Mu'tasim's army conquered the enemy and entered Amuriyyah. After destroying the 

enemy stronghold, they came to the woman and freed her.
(Ibn Athir, Kamil)
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Abbasid Khilafah within Mamluk Sultanate
(256 years)

The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

"Verily you shall conquer Constantinople. What a wonderful leader will her leader be, and what a wonderful army will that arm y be!"
(Ahmed, Al-Hakim)
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Ottoman Khilafah
(407 years)
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The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 

"The example of my Ummah is like the rain. It is not known whether the initial part or the latter part (of the rain) is good. "
(Ahmad, Tirmidhi)
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